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• Analysis of qualitative data can be described as 
interpretation, making sense of data or transforming 
data into a meaningful way

• Starts before the completion of data collection and 
the tool for analysis is the researchers themselves

• Analysis concurrent with data collection allows new 
data to fill in gaps or to test new hypothesis that 
emerge analysis. 



Steps towards qualitative data 
analysis

1. Data processing and preparation 

2. Getting to know the data

3. Identifying themes and domains of interest 

4. Setting up a coding system 

5. Coding

6. Data analysis 

Planning/ 
Organizing 
data 



1. Data processing and preparation 



2. Getting to know the data 
(thorough reading)

• Read from beginning to the end

• To familiarize with the data and context within which data were 
collected

• Grasp the essential points 

• Content

• Quality

• emergent themes  



3. Identifying theme



• Eg. Postnatal newborn care,

• Availability of postnatal newborn care

• Availability of postnatal newborn care in urban area

• Availability of postnatal newborn care in rural area

• Availability of postnatal newborn care among deliveries with SBA

• Availability of postnatal newborn care among deliveries with TBA



Availability of PN 
newborn care 

urban

SBA 
delivery

TBA 
delivery

rural

SBA 
delivery

TBA 
delivery



Two major types 

Theory

Hypothesis

Observation 

Confirmation

Theory

Tentative Hypothesis

Pattern 

Observation

Deductive Inductive 



• The themes are drawn based on the existing 
theory, literatures and researcher’s experience 
around the topic of interest.

Deductive 







• The themes are identified from the data via thorough and repeated 
reading. 

Inductive 





FGD Text

Question: Now I recall, Masi
(aunt) had told me that they help 
in pushing
Response: Yes. They give Kalla
(Fundal pressure) and try to push 
the baby down.
Many women agree.
Question: Is it good or bad?
Response: It is not considered 
good but they still do that. They 
have to save the life of the mother 
and they baby somehow.
Question: What else?
Answer: They push like this 
(giggling, a woman demonstrates)
Question: What else?
Answer: Nothing else. They have 
no choice if they do not want to 
go hospital.
Question: What do they do in the 
hospital?
Answer: The doctor will give 
bottle (drip) and injection so 
woman delivers fast.

Open codes

External pushing:
-not good but essential
-saves lives of mothers and 
baby
-because no other choice at 
home
The drip:
-is given in hospital
-hastens the birth process
-given by doctor

Selective codes

Childbirth 
Interventions 
thought necessary to 
save lives
The drip 
compensates for 
external pushing Drip 
and hospital

Category

A subprocess

Cultural 
conceptualizations of 
childbirth
&
Readiness  to accept 
medical interventions



Deductive Inductive 





• Code-Code are labels that assign symbolic meaning to the descriptive 
or inferential information compiled during a study. 

• Coding-It is a systematic method of ‘breaking’ down the data into 
meaningful segments and getting the essence of the data without 
reducing them.

4. Setting up a coding system





• List of themes came up after reading the transcripts 
are the basic for developing a coding system or 
framework. 

• Coding system/matrix or framework must include 
questions/themes, 

• sub-themes/categories, 

• code related to each sub-theme 

• clear definition of the codes

• Having clear definition of the codes is important for 
consistency in coding and to avoid overlap of codes





Planning Qualitative Data 
Analysis

Group work



Reading and identifying themes 

• Read the transcript one time from beginning to end

• Find out key themes (be developed based on the theory, literature, 
existing knowledge and transcripts)

• Identifying subtheme 
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5. Coding 

• Underline/highlight the sections of the text that are 
important/interesting, address the particular issues and relevant to 
the research question, etc. 

• Apply a label (code) 

• Repeated throughout the whole transcript/text. 

• Use the same codes but it is also important to be prepared to develop 
and apply new codes. 





Coding

Group work



• Choose one theme for each group, read together the transcripts and 
code using above thematic framework

• Code using existing codes and also recommend to find out for 
emerging code.

• Read together the conversation, discuss about participants’ 
understanding on conversations, and find out suitable codes for each 
conversation

• All emerging codes must be written down in the framework. 
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5. Data analysis

• Coding sorts: Building theme-related output

• Displaying data 

• Developing hypothesis



Coding sorts: Building theme-related output

• Similarly coded blocks of text are put together

• Manual coding sort can be done by cutting and rearranging the copies 
of transcripts in piles or on large sheet under the heading of the 
themes (we won’t do it in this exercise)

• “Accessing care in a tertiary facility among people living with HIV in 
Ghana”

• In the example, coding sort of text blocks were done under a theme 
“reasons to come health facility”. 





Coding Sort

Group work





Displaying data 

• To identify the pattern across the findings

• To find the commonality and difference among the responds

• Types of data display

• Matrix

• Flow chart

• Summary







FDG Opportunity for 

comprehensive care

Avoidance of disclosure

FGD 1 Female Seeing doctors

Undergo lab tests

To avoid people they know seeing them

Prefer hospital from distance 

FGD 2 male Opportunity to talk 

Psychological support/effect by 

seeing doctor

Health check-up before

FGD 3 male Don’t want people to find out HIV status 

Prefer hospital from distance





Display data

Group work



• Again all the coded segments for each code 

• Find out commonality and difference

• Identify the principal sub-themes that emerge from the data among 
the responds



Theme -1 “…………….”



Developing hypothesis/ Interpretation 

• With the help of the matrices, the researcher can extract meaning 
from the data

• For interpretation, see next lecture…………..







• Software programs support multiple document formats

• Automacy of the coding and analysis process

• Help to manage your documents

• User friendly

• Access to online support 

• Over coding 


