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Results (Page 3)  

Presenting Qualitative Data x 5 minutes
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Group 1, 3

Group 2, 4

What do you see?



Presenting Qualitative Data

Words
Words

Words

Words

• Text

• Illustrations 
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Follow these guidelines when writing the Text

to describe qualitative data:

1. Brief Background characteristics

2. What Themes/subthemes are emerging? 

i. Use ‘Simple numerical count’ (Avoid using 
percentage)

ii. Citing Interview Quotes from transcripts

iii. Use Identifiers (to identify characteristics of 
participants to support the interpretation of 
findings)

iv. Report Deviant/typical cases

v. Summarize as an introductory paragraph 

Text
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1. Brief Background characteristics

• How many IDIs, FGDs, KIIs, etc are involved in your 

study?

• What are the important characteristics of the 

participants? 

(Watt N et al, 2016 -Myanmar)
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2. What themes/subthemes are emerging? 

Derivation of themes 

▪ Were themes identified in advance or derived 
from the data?

▪ List ‘Themes’ & ‘Sub-themes’

(Watt N et al, 2016- Myanmar)
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2.1 Simple numerical count

• Can use semi-quantitative information

– Eg: many participants felt, most respondents believed, 

twenty out of the thirty participants responded…

• All …             

• * Many …       

• * Almost all …

• * Most …          

• * Some …       

• * Few …

• * The majority …   

• * However, one …

( Do not use Percentage %)  

+ emotions/feelings

(smile, happy, disappointed, angry)
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2.1 Simple numerical count

(Watt N et al, 2016- Myanmar)
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2.1 Simple numerical count

(Watt N et al, 2016- Myanmar)

Do & Don’t
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2.2 Citing Interview Quotes from 

transcripts

• - In general, quotes are reproduced verbatim from the 

interview transcript or field notes, with the grammar and 

vocabulary of the original 
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Sub-theme:  EBF prevents child sickness

(Mgongo M et al, 2016 - Tanzania)



1. Amount – in principle, you need to include enough for the reader 

to judge the credibility of your interpretation

As a general rule of thumb, try and use at least two different 

quotations from two different people to support each 

argument. 

2. Choosing- Typical, Deviant

3. Identifiers

4. Use house style for quotations (eg: “ ………”Italics, Indented)

5. Make sure to use data from most/all participants (eg: if you did 20 

IDIs, but you ever cite 7 Key informants, the reader/supervisor/ 

examiner will worry)

6. Recheck your quote- over-quoting

2.2 Citing Interview Quotes
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2.3 Identifiers

• Assure that no harm comes to participants.

• Maintaining confidentiality for participants

1. Personal characteristics- (Eg: age, gender, or whatever categories 

are important to the research)

Eg: 31 years female, graduated MW, who lived here in 8 years

2. Pronoun- KI 3, KI7, IDI 4, P6 , interview code number, pseudonyms 

if this would breach confidentiality 
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2.3 Identifiers

*** The length of the identifier required depends on the purpose 

and topic of the research

Some study designs will pose confidentiality problem –eg: case studies

- Participants have read draft reports and are happy about publication 

before dissemination more widely

(Watt N et al, 2016- Myanmar)

(Mgongo M et al, 2016 - Tanzania)
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2.4 Report Deviant cases
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2.4 Report Deviant cases

Theme: Trust and acceptability

(Watt N et al, 2016- Myanmar)



2.5 Summarize as 

an introductory paragraph 

• Detailed Explanation on each ‘Themes’ & ‘Sub-themes’

– Eg: if you did 20 IDIs, a theme is emerged from 7 Key 

informants

• You only cite 2 informants + you left 5 informants 

All information of 7 informants  should be 

reported in Introductory Paragraph (though 

only 2 are cited) 
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2.5 Summarize as an introductory paragraph 

Introductory Paragraph

Quotation

Identifier
18

(Mgongo M et al, 2016 - Tanzania)



Three key points about illustrations

❖ Evidence (seeing is believing)

❖ Efficiency (a picture is worth a thousand words)

❖ Emphasis (to stress a point) 

Illustrations
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Home treatment

Public Hospital

Township Health 

Department

Specialist clinic

TB Centre, Yangon 

Division

GP clinic

GP clinic

GP clinic

Public

Private GP Clinics

Most common pathways of treatment seeking

Most common pathways of referral

Eg: Treatment seeking practice of TB patients
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Eg: Health seeking practice of caregivers of U5 

Children in Pha-An township

Caregiver
Self-

treatment

Sub-

center

(MW)

GP
Tertiary

Hospital

If the child is severely ill or referred 

If the child is severely ill

n = 10

n = 5

n = 2

n = 2
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Including photos
▪ Photography should only be included to convey 

a message, not merely as decoration

▪ Photos must be explained

▪ Photos should imply IMPORTANT ethical, cultural, 

or social issues

Handicapped international: 

Results in physical activity

Economy in Mexico: Petrol 

prices evoke anxiety in 

population



Summary

Presenting qualitative data

1. Brief Background characteristics

2. What Themes/subthemes are emerging? 

i. Use ‘Simple numerical count’ (Avoid using 

percentage)

ii. Citing Interview Quotes from transcripts

iii. Use Identifiers

iv. Report Deviant/typical cases 

(Variation/regularities within data)

v. Summarize as an introductory paragraph 
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