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Presentation outline – Session 1

• Creating a New Hermeneutic Unit

• Components of the Hermeneutic Unit (1)

• Assigning Primary Documents

• Assessing Primary Documents
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The hierarchy of 
objects inside a 
Hermeneutic Unit 
(HU)
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Creating a New Hermeneutic Unit

(Data structure for each project in ATLAS-ti)
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Creating the Hermeneutic Unit
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Creating the Hermeneutic Unit
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Creating the Hermeneutic Unit
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Creating the Hermeneutic Unit
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Creating the Hermeneutic Unit
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Components of the Hermeneutic Unit (1)
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Menu Bar
Toolbar

Object drop down list

Title Bar

Primary Document Toolbar

Navigation pane
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Menu Bar
Toolbar

Object drop down list

Title Bar

Primary Document Toolbar

Navigation pane
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Assigning Primary Documents

(Linking data to your project)
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Assigning primary documents

1. From Menu Bar 

2. From Toolbar

3. From P-Docs drop-down list 
a. Menu bar

b. Toolbar

4. Drag and Drop 
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1. From menu bar
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1. From menu bar
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1. From menu bar
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1. From menu bar
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1. From menu bar
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2. From Toolbar
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3(a). From P-Docs drop-down list (Menu Bar)

Primary Document Manager
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Primary Document Manager

3(b). From P-Docs drop-down list (Toolbar)
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4. Drag and Drop

Drag and drop
the file or folder in
the P-Docs 
dropdown list
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Delete or remove primary 

document from the project

Primary document manager
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Assessing Primary Documents
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Assessing primary documents

1. From P-Docs drop-down list 

2. From Primary Document Manager

3. From Navigation Pane



Training workshop on “Qualitative Methods in Health Research”, DMR (POLB), 23rd -27th, March 2020 27

1. From P-Docs drop-down list 
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1. From P-Docs drop-down list 
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Double click the P Doc

2. From Primary Document Manager
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3. From Navigation Pane

Click the Navigation 
Pane

Double click the P Doc
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Practice 1
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Presentation outline – Session 2

• Components of the Hermeneutic Unit (2)

• Creating Quotations

• Creating and assigning codes
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Components of the Hermeneutic Unit (2)
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Primary Document Pane

Margin Area

Paragraph number

Window splitter

Document Bar Region button
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Creating Quotations
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Creating Quotations

• Create a quotation

• Modify quotations

• Delete quotations
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Create a quotation
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Create a quotation
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Create a quotation
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Create a quotation
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Modify quotations
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Modify quotations
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Modify quotations
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Modify quotations
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Modify quotations
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Delete quotations
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Delete quotations

Right click on the selected quotation
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Creating and Assigning Codes 
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Creating and assigning codes

• Basic coding techniques

• Writing code comments

• Renaming codes

• Deleting codes

• Unlinking codes
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Basic Coding Techniques

1. Open coding

2. Code-by-list

3. In-vivo coding

4. Quick coding



Training workshop on “Qualitative Methods in Health Research”, DMR (POLB), 23rd -27th, March 2020 51

1. Open coding

- Select the text you want to code

- Right click on the selected text
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1. Open coding

- Enter the code name and click OK
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1. Open coding
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2. Code-by-list
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2. Code-by-list
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2. Code-by-list
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2. Code-by-list
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2. Code-by-list

- Right click on the selected text

- Choose “Coding” then “Select Codes from List”
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2. Code-by-list

- Choose the appropriate code name.
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2. Code-by-list
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3. In-vivo coding

- Right click on the selected text

- Choose “Coding” then “Code In Vivo”
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3. In-vivo coding

Then, if you want to alter quotation’s size, apply the technique 
“Modify Quotations”
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4. Quick coding
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4. Quick coding
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Coding from Primary Document Toolbar

• Open Coding

• In Vivo Coding

• Code-by-list

• Quick Coding

O
I
L
Q
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Coding from Menu Bar
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Writing code comments (From menu bar)

- Select the code you want to write comments
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Writing code comments (From menu bar)
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Writing code comments (From menu bar)

- Write down the meaning of the code or 
any explanation about the code
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Writing code comments (From drop-down list)

- Click on Codes
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Writing code comments

- Select the code you want to write comments

- Write down the text in the pane
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Renaming codes (From menu bar)

- Select the code you want to rename
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Renaming codes (From menu bar)
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Renaming codes (From menu bar)
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Renaming codes (From the code in the margin area)

- Right click on code you want to rename
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Deleting codes (From main menu bar)
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Deleting codes (From main menu bar)
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Deleting codes (From main menu bar)



Training workshop on “Qualitative Methods in Health Research”, DMR (POLB), 23rd -27th, March 2020 79

Unlinking codes

- Click on code you want to unlink from the quotation
- Right click on the quotation
- Select “Unlink Codes”
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Unlinking codes

- Select the code
- Click OK
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Unlinking codes
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Practice 2
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Presentation outline – Session 3

• Creating code families

• Writing memos

• Saving projects

• Generating outputs

• Copying HU
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Creating Code Families 
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Creating code families
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- Click on Codes

Creating code families
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Creating code families
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Creating code families

- Select the codes you want to add in a code family
- Drag and drop into the Families pane
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Creating code families

- Provide the name of the code family
- Click OK
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Creating code families

- Now, you can see nine codes in the code family “Supply Chain”
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Creating code families

- You can switch among each code family and “Show all Codes” 



Training workshop on “Qualitative Methods in Health Research”, DMR (POLB), 23rd -27th, March 2020 92

Writing Memos
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Writing memo
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Writing memo
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Writing memo
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Ctrl + D

Ctrl + S

Writing memo
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Writing memo



Training workshop on “Qualitative Methods in Health Research”, DMR (POLB), 23rd -27th, March 2020 98

1. Select the code you want to link 
with memo

2. Open memo manager
3. Drag and drop the relevant 

memo to PD pane

Writing memo
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1. Open memo manager
2. Select the memo you want 

to link with code
3. Right click
4. Choose “Link Memo To:”
5. Click Codes/Quotations/ 

Memos

Writing memo
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Saving project
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Saving project
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Generating output
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1. Open code manager

2. Select code 
you want to 
generate 
output
3. Right click

4. Choose “Output” 

5. Choose 
“Quotations for 
Selected Code(s)”

Generating output
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Generating output
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Generating output
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Copying HU
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Copying HU
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Copying HU
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Copying HU
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Copying HU

Double click the bundle
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Copying HU
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Questions, Comments & Suggestions
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Slide title


