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Global Health Leadership to end HIV 

Dr. Htun Nyunt Oo, Director, 
National AIDS Program, DoPH, MoHS
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A History of Global Health
• Global health as a discipline for academic 

study emerged as a distinct entity in the 21st 
century. 

• It evolved from the study of public health, 
tropical medicine and international health. 

• Discussion of health on a global stage: The 1st 
international negotiations on public health 
“international sanitary conference in response to 
an ongoing cholera epidemic” was held in Paris in 
1851.

• The birth of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) on 7 April 1948.

#Mike Kalmus Eliasz (UK); BABULAL SETHIA, BSc, MB BS, FRCP, FRCS; PARVEEN KUMAR, DBE, BSc, MD, DM, DEd, FRCP (L&E), FRCPath, FIAP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tropical medicine: The movement of people creates exposure to new pathogens and risk behaviours. E.g., earlier time-smallpox. Malaria and yellow fever etc

Discussion of health on a global stage: The 1st international negotiations on public health “international sanitary conference in response to an ongoing cholera epidemic” was held in Paris in 1851.
Later, sanitary conferences were convened on an ad hoc basis up until the birth of the World Health Organization (WHO) on 7 April 1948.


Following the foundation of the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) in 1919, civil society and nongovernmental organisations have a major role in global health discourse.
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Globalization impacts on major diseases outbreak 

• More recently, the process of globalization has shaped the 

economic environment, national health systems and the health 

of individuals and nations.

• Today, in the era of jet travel, pathogens have the potential to 

spread rapidly around the world.
#Salma M. Abdalla, (Sudan); Samuel Ognenis (Australia) 

.



11/12/2020 4/28

Each year, around 3 billion airline passengers fly within and across borders
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Globalization impacts on major diseases outbreak 

Disease does not respect borders: The 20th century has seen 

• The Spanish Flu (H1N1) influenza in 1918  (~ 50 million death)

• Ebola virus in 1976

• Swine Flu (H1N1) influenza 2009, 

• Ongoing HIV/AIDS pandemic and 

• Current devastating COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Global Risks are Interconnected
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Prof. Peter Piot- Global Health Lecture Series 13January 2020
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The technical and political instruments used to form global health policy

• Understand the technical and political instruments 

used to form global health policy

 Norms and standards

 Guidelines (best practice)

 Resolution

 Regulations

 Convention (treaty)

 Commission
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Resolution

• Resolution: A formal statement of 
determination put before and adopted by 
an assembly (political will)
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Using technical and political instruments to promote global health

• Political response: treaty aimed 
at the underlying cause

• Health as a tool for negotiation

• Health is sometimes used to hold 
nation states and others hostage 
to political aspirations (e.g. polio, 
influenza)
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Using technical and political instruments to promote global health

But health is often an 
easier issue to negotiate 
than others, and requires:

• Informality
• technical 

understanding,
• teamwork, and
• patience
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UNAIDS Fast-Track Strategy to End AIDS by 2030                        (November 2014)

By 2020 a new set of targets must be reached, these include:
90-90-90 for treatment: 

•90% of people living with HIV knowing their HIV status; 90% of 
people who know their status on treatment; and 90% of people on 
treatment with suppressed viral loads.
•Reduce the annual number of new HIV infections among adults to 
500,000.
•Achieving zero discrimination.

Only if these targets are met can we then achieve the next set of 
goals to end AIDS by 2030:
95-95-95 for treatment: 

•95% of people living with HIV knowing their HIV status; 95% of 
people who know their status on treatment; and 95% of people on 
treatment with suppressed viral loads.
•Reduce the annual number of new HIV infections among adults to 
200,000.
•Achieving zero discrimination.

The life-cycle
approach to HIV

Finding solutions for 
everyone
at every stage of life
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United Nations General Assembly
2016 High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS 

• The High-Level Meeting on AIDS (HLM) -one of the biggest 

advocacy opportunities on the horizon.

• Why? Governments from all over the world met and issued a 

statement of commitment (a “Political Declaration”) on the 

global response to AIDS.

• Set bold new targets for HIV treatment, prevention, human 

rights and investment.

• Without new investment there is the very real possibility the 

epidemic will rebound, leading to the unnecessary death of 

millions, particularly marginalized people.

8 to 10 June 2016
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2016 High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS 
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National response to HIV

l
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National Statement at UNGA by H.E. Dr. Myint Htwe

H.E. Dr. Myint Htwe delivered the 
National Statement 

at United Nations General Assembly 
High-Level Meeting 

on Ending AIDS
New York, 9 June 2016 

8 - 10 June 2016
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First HIV (+) ve in 1988

First AIDS case in 1991

Estimate PLHIV – 240,000 

Prevalence – 0.58%

Concentrated epidemic among key populations

Myanmar HIV epidemic at a glance

• HIV prevalence among key population

(PSE - 93,000)

(PSE - 126,000)

(PSE - 66,000)

23.1%
34.9%

2014 IBBS 2017 IBBS

11.6% 8.8%

2015 IBBS 2019 IBBS
(draft)

14.6% 8.3%

2015 IBBS 2019 IBBS
(draft)
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Myanmar National Strategic Plans on HIV

2006-2010 2011-2016 2016-2020 2021-2025
In alignment with Global Fast Track Ending AIDS by 2030, Myanmar is responding to HIV epidemic with five-year 
National Strategic Plans (NSP) III and IV in next circle of AIDS response 
The NSP is the strategic guide for the country’s response to HIV at national and sub-national levels.
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Vision, Goal and Objective of NSP IV

VISION
By 2030, end HIV as a 
public health threat in 

Myanmar

GOAL
To further reduce HIV 

transmission and HIV related 
morbidity, mortality, disability 
& social and economic impact 

of HIV
OBJECTIVES

1. Reduce HIV incidence among priority pop and 
their partners

2. Improve quality of care and accessibility to ART
3. Ensure viral suppression for all PLHIV
4. Improve the enabling environment to support the 

national HIV response

21
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Setting the targets

90% 95%

90% 95%

90% 95%

90% All

90% 95%Priority population have access to combination prevention services 

People living with HIV that know their status 

People living with HIV who know their status, receive treatment and 
get tested for viral load

People on treatment that have achieved viral suppression 

People living with, at risk of and affected by HIV report no 
discrimination, especially in health, education and workplace settings

Current NSP (2016-2020) Next NSP IV (2021-2025)
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Advancing in HIV Prevention Agenda in Asia and The Pacific

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, speaking at the event, said:

“Our region is no stranger to HIV. Of the 37.9 million people living 
with HIV globally, 3.8 million reside in South-East Asia.” ………..

“Thankfully, with popular support and political will, prevention 
programme have achieved a 50 per cent decline in new infections 

and a 35 per cent decline in deaths.” ……….

“Myanmar launched our latest five-year HIV response plan in 2017—
a plan which provides a road map for the optimization of 

investments through a ‘fast track’ approach with the goal of ending 
HIV as a public health threat by 2030.”……..

Source: https://www.gnlm.com.mm/
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi delivered a 
speech at the event of ”Advancing HIV Prevention between 
Myanmar and Thailand, Naypyitaw 13 Mar 2020
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Strategic Directions of NSP IV

Improving health outcomes for all PLHIV

Strengthening multisectoral integration, gender and human 
rights based, people-centered community and health systems

Strengthening the use of strategic information and evidence to 
guide service delivery, management and policy

Promoting accountable leadership for the delivery of 
results and financing a sustainable response

SD 1

SD 2

SD 3

SD 4

SD 5

Reducing new HIV infection
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71st World Health Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland (21-25 May 2018)

While attending the “Towards Universal Coverage with 
HIV Prevention Services in Commodities Side Event,” 
the union minister discussed Myanmar’s work and 
suggestions. 

 His satisfaction on Myanmar joining the Global HIV 
Prevention Coalition, learning the nature of HIV/AIDS 
occurrence, learning and using appropriate strategy and 
tactics to eliminate the disease, 

 Appreciation towards WHO, and the UNAIDS and the 
GF for support provided to achieve success in HIV/AIDS 
prevention works, 

 The success of HIV/AIDS prevention work directly 
related to the health awareness of the public and the 
works conducted accordingly.
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Key Operational Model in next 5 Years

Geographic Prioritization
• 167 townships are high priority, out of total 330 townships

Integration of Essential and Comprehensive HIV service 
packages into Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
• Essential Package in all 330 Townships 
• Comprehensive Package in 167 high priority townships

Integration of the services
• For accessibility and cost efficiency

Partnership and community involvement



Administrative  
and leadership 
during crisis
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Found a coordination body with rapid response to  field 
situations and challenges in efficient way 

Coordinate 
and Response

Segregation of work force: Streamline duty assignment, 
reserve and backup workforceSegregate

Reduce conducting physical meetings/trainings/workshops to 
a minimum as possibleReduce

Practice telecommunication and online conferencing instead 
of face-to-face meeting; maximum extent as possiblePractice Tele

Reduce exposure time among staff including 
peers/volunteers by managing the workload strategically such 
as Differentiated service delivery and task shifting

Reduce

Postpone some routine activities based on their nature and 
impactPostpone

11/12/2020 National AIDS Program, MOHS, Email-tunnyuntoo@mohs.gov.mm 27/28
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It is time for 
Solidarity

Keep safe and be safe

Thank you

4/8/2020 Director, NAP, MOHS, Email: tunnyuntoo@mohs.gov.mm 29
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